
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

(Proposed Changes to the Universal Service Fund Program)  
 
           Pursuant to the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act, N.J.S.A. 48:3-49, et seq., the 
Universal Service Fund (USF) program was established by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
(Board) to provide funds to assist qualifying low-income individuals in paying their energy bills.  

 
Pursuant to Orders of the Board dated April 30, 2003 and July 16, 2003, the State’s electric and 

gas public utilities’ Societal Benefits Charge (SBC) includes recovery of funding for the USF program 
through uniform statewide rates.  Each year the State’s electric and gas public utilities are expected to 
make a compliance filing proposing any rate changes in the USF and Lifeline component factors of their 
SBC.  Those filing were made on July 1, 2006.  In addition, the Board contracted with a consultant, 
Apprise, Inc. on March 11, 2005 to conduct an evaluation of the USF program.  The purpose of the 
evaluation was to determine what changes, if any, are needed to improve the program’s performance.  
The Board acknowledged receipt of the APPRISE Process and Impact Evaluation Report on June 7, 
2006 (Report).   

 
This notice pertains solely to proposed program changes in the USF program, not the separate 

but related USF/SBC rate filing.  The Board requests the public submit written comments that address key 
topics related to the program.  To view the complete report, including proposed Board Staff 
recommendations, and the list of topics upon which comments are requested, log onto the Board’s 
website (www.bpu.state.nj.us) and click on Universal Service Fund.  Written comments should be 
transmitted to the Board as designated below.  Additional hearings and comments related to the 
USF/SBC rate filings will be hosted in a separate proceeding. 
     

Interested persons will be permitted to make a statement of their views as to proposed program 
changes at the public hearing conducted by the Board of Public Utilities at the times and places listed 
below.  All parties will be given an opportunity for public comment. Please submit any requests for 
needed accommodations, including interpreter, listening devices or mobility assistance, 48 hours prior to 
this hearing.  

       
August 17, 2006 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm and 6:00 pm  
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
Hearing Room, Eighth Floor 
Two Gateway Center 
Newark, NJ  07102 
 
August 22, 2006 
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm 
Cherry Hill Municipal Building  
820 Mercer Street 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002  

 
Anyone unable to attend the hearing and who wishes to submit written comments is requested to 

provide them no later than September 1, 2006.  Please include the following information with all 
comments – USF program comment, Docket No. EX00020091.  Comments (which should include the 
presenter’s name, address, email, phone number and affiliation, if any) should be directed to:  

 
Kristi Izzo, Board Secretary 

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
Two Gateway Center 
Newark, NJ  07102 

or 
 

Email to: usf.program@bpu.state.nj.us 
      

If a written statement is submitted at the hearing, three copies should be provided to the Board’s staff 
member in attendance. 

 
 


